
 

Make informed choices about TEFL

Prospective TEFL candidates should research their options thoroughly - learn what to look for in a quality TEFL course

Unlike formal education systems, the TEFL industry operates with varying degrees of oversight and regulation. This lack of
a global standardisation has led to a proliferation of TEFL courses, some of which may not meet the quality standards
necessary to prepare students effectively for teaching English.

It's important to note that there isn't one single international regulatory or accrediting body that governs all TEFL courses.
Instead, accreditation is often determined by regional or national bodies, which can lead to disparities in course standards
and terminology. Therefore, it's crucial for prospective TEFL candidates to be well-informed and research their options
thoroughly.

Why does regulation matter?

Quality of instruction: Accreditation and regulation ensure that TEFL courses maintain high educational standards. This
includes well-qualified instructors, up-to-date content, and effective teaching methods.

Employability: Employers worldwide value accredited TEFL certificates as it serves as a reliable indicator of a teacher's
readiness to enter the classroom. Many employers also prefer TEFL courses that include observed teaching practice as
this shows that you are ready to step into a classroom.

Visa and legal requirements: Some countries have strict requirements for TEFL teachers, including accredited
certification. Without it, you might find it challenging to secure the necessary visas and work permits.

Student experience: Accredited courses often provide a more structured and supportive learning environment, which can
significantly enhance your learning experience and overall success.

What should you look for in a quality TEFL course?

To ensure you receive quality training in your TEFL course, look at the following aspects before you sign up:
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Accreditation: Choose a course that is accredited by a recognised body like the British Council, Cambridge English
Assessment, or other reputable organization like a university. Accreditation is a strong indicator of quality.

Qualified instructors: Research the qualifications and experience of the course instructors. They should have relevant
teaching experience and expertise in TEFL pedagogy.

Comprehensive curriculum: A quality TEFL course should cover a broad range of topics, including lesson planning, all
the language skills, classroom management, grammar, and cultural sensitivity. Ensure that the curriculum aligns with
industry standards.

Practical teaching experience: Look for courses that offer practical teaching experience or teaching practice modules.
This hands-on experience is invaluable for building your confidence and skills as a teacher.

Transparent pricing: Be wary of courses with extremely low prices as they may cut corners on quality. A reasonable
investment is necessary for a comprehensive and accredited TEFL course.

Student reviews: Read reviews and testimonials from previous course participants. This can provide insights into the
quality of the course and the experiences of others.

Ask questions: Don't hesitate to contact the course provider and ask questions about accreditation, course content, and
any concerns you may have. A reputable provider should be responsive and transparent.

In conclusion, it’s essential to be a discerning consumer of TEFL providers. Ensuring the quality of your TEFL course is
not just about meeting industry standards; it's about equipping yourself with the skills and knowledge necessary to excel as
an English language teacher.

By prioritising accreditation, qualified instructors, comprehensive content, and practical experience, you can make an
informed choice and invest in a TEFL course that will serve as a solid foundation for your teaching career. Remember that
your success as a TEFL teacher is closely tied to the quality of your education, so take the time to research and choose
wisely.

A well-selected TEFL course can be your ticket to a fulfilling and impactful career in the world of English language
teaching!
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